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1|Introduction    

The Nigerian electricity system is centered on Nigeria's Power Holding Company (PHCN), which uses both 

hydro and thermal energy and generates nearly all of the country's electricity (CBN, 2000). Other agencies, 

like Nigeria Electricity supply Company (NEC) and Transmission Company of Nigeria (TCN), all depend on 

thermal energy to generate electricity. Furthermore, Nigeria's electricity is generated by natural gas, diesel oil, 

and fuel oil. Because of the rapid increase in demand, the value of these energy and power supplies for 

electricity generation has also been diminishing recently, leading to the depletion of the earth's surface. 

Nigeria is suffering from an insufficient supply of consumable energy as a result of a lack of persistent 

government intervention regularly and an increased population. Nigeria is also endowed with long-term 

energy supplies that include crude oil, natural gas, lignite, and coal, as well as alternative options of energy like 

breeze, solar, geothermal, hydropower, and biomass trash. Energy consumption in Nigeria is divided into 

four categories: manufacturing, agriculture, industrial, transportation, as well as individual homes, with the 

household segment further accounting for approximately 65 percent of the nation's energy consumption 
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  because of a small level of advancement in other sectors1. This study explored the sources of energy in Nigeria 

through a literature review.  

2|Literature Review 

The universal trend in energy use 

The global essential supply of energy has increased from 58% in the last decades, with 7.3 billion barrels of 

oil (TOE) in 1980 to 11.4 billion TOE by 2005, and with 14.1 billion TOE and is still expected to increase to 

17.0 billion TOE by 2030 [1]. Energy-hungry countries that once belonged to the Organization for Economic 

Cooperation and Development (OECD), however, have been on a declining rate of their population and 

economic growth than the Non -OECD states.  

In 2006, non- OCED accounted for 51% relating to the consumption of energy. Henceforth, the growth of 

the economy in emerging market countries such as India, the Middle East, and China is expected to increase 

energy demand. Petroleum oil, which is a critical energy commodity, is forecast to upsurge from 4.0 billion 

TOE within 2005 to about 5.1 billion TOE by 2030. With an increase in petroleum demand, investigative 

evolution and investment in natural gas and Crude oil are bound to serve as future energy supply. Also, the 

demand for energy in the transportation sector is increasing by 57%, from 2.1 billion TOE in 2005 to about 

3.2 billion TOE by 2030 [2].  

Petroleum accounts for almost the total energy used in the transportation sector by, 90% in 2005, and is 

expected to also be on the increase to 92% by 2030 as a result of the difficulty in petroleum alternatives. In 

China and the United States, gas demand is on the high side. The ever-expanding energy demand, decreasing 

sources of petroleum resources, and worry about contamination levels in the earth have been the significant 

worries of the world. The consumption of energy patterns across the globe today imply that our great nation, 

Nigeria, and most African nations have the least consumption of energy.  

Fuelwood, charcoal, kerosene, cooking gas, and electricity are the most commonly used energy resources in 

Nigeria's domestic and commercial sectors [3]. Kerosene and gas are the most commonly used cooking fuels 

by urban dwellers, whereas electrical cookers are used by a minority [4]. Owing to a weak road network and 

a high kerosene official pump price, there is no access to electricity or petroleum products in the country's 

rural areas. According to research, wood is used as a source of electricity by 86 percent of Nigerian rural 

households [5]. Nigerians consume a small amount of energy per capita, around one-sixth of what developed 

countries consume.  

Electricity production in Nigeria is very disappointing as a result of the low execution of the Nigeria power 

generation area. Such terrible events can be credited to the high pace of transmission losses, the low pace of 

generation limit, and poor income assortment in fulfilling energy needs in Nigeria [6]. As a result, Nigeria's 

poverty rate is high. The most important metrics of a country and its economy are its Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP) and per capita income are two indices of a country's economic well-being [7].  

The globe is changing ceaselessly continuously from fossil fuel and adjusting towards renewable energy assets 

to replace customary fossil fuel; Nigeria ought not to be absolved from this development. The current green 

energy options in Nigeria are solar, wind, biomass waste, and hydropower [8]. Biomass Waste, a mainstream 

type of sustainable power source, is viewed as a valid and green electrical energy source that numerous 

produced and producing nations turned out to be expanding their latent capacity. Electricity demand and 

supply turned out to be insufficient in Nigeria. This insufficiency of electricity restricts person, business as 

well as mechanical profitability together with financial development. What is the utilization of a system free- 

 

1 Energy Commission of Nigeria (ECN). https://www.databank.energy.gov.ng/ 
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  from steady electricity? Indeed, even God made light first. A practical and steady inventory of electricity ought 

to be one of the needs of the government in the country's advancement.  

With the government intervention in an improved power sector, the country's economy will rapidly grow as 

jobs will be done faster through energy. Putting resources into waste will cause an expansion in the amount 

of electricity produced in Nigeria. At present, Waste is a sustainable, low-carbon energy emission and has an 

incredible improvement potential. The improvement and usage of waste to energy with current high and 

innovations are of extraordinary importance in tackling the energy situation in Nigeria, the two-fold weight 

of financial development and the natural environmental impact humans are confronted with, enhancing the 

social economy and biological condition [9]. Also, utilizing waste for energy will help reduce landfill usage 

and expansion, serve as energy savings for fossil fuel, and be competent in producing combustible fuel 

commodities like methanol, methane, ethanol, or synthetic fuels.  

The current Nigerian electricity situation  

Hydropower, which is less expensive than other forms of energy, has been greatly more important than other 

sources [10] as a result of zero carbon dioxide emission, low fuel cost, and is readily available 24/7 except for 

seasonal precipitation. The power authority generates electricity using a combination of hydro and thermal 

energy sources. Nigeria's power generation is centralized and distributed via the national grid, and the grid is 

controlled by the National Control Centres (NCC) in Osogbo, with about 17 substations across the nation 

[11]. Nigeria's national energy grid, which forms part of 23 generating stations with a total installed capacity 

of approximately 11,165.4 MW, is overseen by generation companies (Gencos), independent power suppliers, 

and the Niger Delta Holding Company (NIPP).   

There are 23,753 kilometers of 33-kV cables, 19,226 kilometers of 11-kV lines, and 679 33/11-kV substations 

in the distribution industry. There are also 680 substation injectors and 1,790 distribution transformers [11]. 

In 2013, the power plant's total nameplate capacity was 6,953 MW, with 4,598 MW of usable capacity and an 

average of 3,800 MW provided [12]. Also, by late 2014, the total installed capacity was 7,445 MW, and the 

available capacity was 4,949 MW, with an average generation of 3,900 MW. By the middle of 2015, a total of 

58 license stations were connected to the on-grid generation with a total capacity of 26,4223 MW, which are 

majorly thermal stations located in the southern part of the country. In late 2018, the Transmission Company 

of Nigeria generated 125,346 MW while 127,157.7 MW was generated as of early 2019.   

So far, Nigeria has recorded a rise of 1811.3 MW in the power generated in January 2019. According to the 

News Agency of Nigeria (NAN), the current capacity transmitted and the operational network capacity are 

9000 MW and 5500 MW respectively. NAN also reported that the peak generation attained so far in Nigeria 

is 5222.3 MW as its maximum energy generated remains at 109,372.01 MWh, while the national demand 

forecast stood at 19,100 MW and the installed available capacity was 11,165.40 M. As of the moment, Nigeria 

now can produce roughly 13,000 MW but can only transfer 7,500 MW, while the transmission companies 

have access to about 4000 MW of the power production as they distribute to other distribution companies 

[13]. 

The per capita electricity generation in Nigeria was reported at 145 kWh per capita, (World Bank), among 

other countries, Nigeria has the smallest number. Despite the effect of electricity on total GDP, Nigeria 

appears to be in serious trouble. The country's inability to satisfy its electricity demand is the product of 

several issues, including a lack of preventive and regular maintenance of facilities, overloading of equipment, 

poor funding of the organization, vandalizing of PHCN equipment, and many more which has brought about 

detrimental to economic growth (CBN, 2000). One of the major causes of the country's growing electricity 

supply and demand gap has been insufficient facilities and equipment to increase electricity supply.  

The challenges facing Nigeria's electricity  

The need for energy in Nigeria is on the rise as the population is increasing, thereby making demand twice 

the supply. The current energy guidelines for cities are appalling, as the demand for and availability of 
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  electricity in rural areas do not align with the country's energy development strategy. For their energy needs, 

individuals living in rural areas rely on woodburning stoves and biomass waste, which causes severe 

deforestation and pollutes the greenhouse with toxic gasses, resulting in global warming and atmospheric 

worry. The key problem is supplying energy to cities and areas where industrialization is taking place, resulting 

in an energy supply imbalance in the political and economic ecosystem. When the current growing population 

is compared to the amount of available power plant capacity, it is clear that Nigeria will be unable to meet the 

energy demand. Rural residents continue to be without electricity [14].  

Nigeria's energy crisis is caused by shortages in crude oil, especially kerosene and diesel. Even though Nigeria 

has at least five government-owned refineries, imports account for 75% of the country's petroleum 

necessities, amounting to 450,000 barrels per day. The subsidy financing the importation of energy, according 

to the Minister of Power, petroleum products has ranged between 700 and 800 billion naira since 2008 [15]. 

Furthermore, PHCN, formerly known as NEPA, is a state-owned company that has been unable to supply 

and provide 8 hours of electricity per day without inequality as a result of transmission losses and distribution 

losses [14]. 

Other energy crises include a lack of concern for recovering cost and adequate economic value to engage 

inefficient energy production. Nigeria relies upon a non-sustainable energy source notwithstanding its huge 

potential in inexhaustible sources, for example, sunlight-based, wind, waste, and hydro. Also, government 

intervention is needed to fund and support the PHCN and other self-generating plants that run on a 

renewable source in generating more power for the nation; adequate measures should be taken care of in 

maintaining the power station for effective production and supply of electricity.  

The absolute capability of these renewables is assessed above 68,000 MW, which is over multiple times the 

present electricity generated. In contrast to non-renewable energy sources, waste is inexhaustible as, in just a 

short timeframe is expected to stockpile what has been put to make use of as a source of power. Waste, 

likewise, is a main sustainable energy source that discharges carbon dioxide. On the off chance that the waste 

resources are being utilized reasonably, there is no net carbon emanation throughout a pattern of waste 

production [16].  

What are waste resources?  

Waste (or wastes) are products that are undesirable or unusable. Waste is any material that is discarded after 

it has served its purpose or that is unnecessary, insufficient, or unusable. An invention that lifts a waste item's 

reward above zero can transform it into a side effect, joint item, or asset [17]. They include all marine and 

terrestrial vegetation, as well as all waste, including solid waste (MSW), metropolitan biomass trash (effluent), 

organic leftovers (manures), agriculture and livestock residues, and specific forms of environmental waste. 

Petroleum has long been the lifeblood of the world's energy markets. The only other renewable resource 

mineral-rich that can be used to offset petroleum products remains waste [18].  

The word biomass waste implies to all-natural substance gotten after plants (counting green growth, trees, 

and harvests). The energy of the sun is absorbed by organic matter, stored in concoction ties and may be 

called waste capital. As the bonds between adjacent carbon, hydrogen, and oxygen atoms are dissolved by 

absorption, oxidation, or disintegration, these compounds release their retained compound energy. Waste has 

always been a major source of energy for humanity, accounting for 10–14 percent of the world's energy supply 

[19]. The country's population growth has led to a rise in waste disposal with poor management schemes, 

which is now posing a threat to the environment and health of several people as a result of the creation of 

illegal dumpsites across the country [20].  

Although Nigeria's solid waste management issues are caused by inadequate collection and disposal practices, 

a shortage of waste management databases, insufficient funding, ignorance of the dangers of poor waste 

management skills, and lastly, individual ability to comply with the law, despite the threat waste is posing to 

the human environment, some opportunities can be benefitted from them. These opportunities could result 

in the recycling, reuse, reduction, and restoration of waste into wealth. Involving the three tiers of the 
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  government in supporting ecofriendly and green waste management technologies and also supporting the 

private sector will help in boosting the economy and help reduce waste pollution across the country [21].  

Nigeria's waste resources  

Solid waste production is a daily phenomenon in Nigeria, resulting from an extensive variety of human 

activities [22] Solid waste generation in Nigerian cities is proportional to population, environment, politics, 

and commerce. Much of this can be due to the human element; as seen in Table 1, a growth in population 

has, as a result of this, created a rise in waste generation despite adequate waste management.  

Table 1. The present and expected waste generation patterns for various regions around the world. 

 

One of the main environmental issues facing developed countries has been described as municipal solid waste 

[24]. The volume of trash yielded per person per day ranges from 0.4 to 1.72 kg. For well-developed countries, 

waste generation varies from 2.75 to 4.50 kg/capita/day, and for underdeveloped cities is estimated as 

0.5kg/capita/day [25]. The annual population growth has resulted in rising of waste generation in Nigeria, 

with 6471 Gg of waste generated in 1959, which increased to 26600 Ggt in 2015 and is still expected to rise 

to 2985 Gg by 2020 and 33500 Gg by 2025.  

Every year, over 32 million tons of solid waste are produced in Nigeria, with just 20–30 percent being collected 

[26]. Individuals, businesses, and industries produce the majority of these wastes by littering the environment, 

which,, as a result of improper disposal, leads to blockages of drainage and sewage. Sorting, storage, collection, 

transportation, refining, resource recovery, recycling, and waste disposal all contribute to the production of 

solid waste [27]. Nigeria's waste disposal and management are regulated by the National Environmental 

Standards and Regulations Enforcement Agency (NESREA) is ubiquitous but has not achieved success in 

controlling the disposal and management of waste.  

So many cities in Nigeria are still indiscriminating dumping of wastes on the roadside, drainages, and gully 

erosion sites, as few efforts are made through family clean-up of their immediate surroundings and laws 

guiding offenders for non-compliance with these regulations [28]. There are various waste management 

schemes and institutions existing in different cities of the country that help in waste management, disposal, 

and recycling of waste [27]. For instance, The Ondo State Waste Disposal Agency (OSWMA) is responsible 

for waste disposal risks, while the Ondo State Integrated Wastes Recycling and Treatment Project 

(OSIWRTP) is in charge of waste recycling in the state.  

Region Available Resources Forecasting for 2025 

 Total City 
Population 
(Millions)  

City Waste Generated  Estimated  Population  Forecasted City Waste  

Per Capita 
(Kg/Capita/D Ay)  

Total 
(Tons/Day)  

Total 
Population 
(Millions)  

City 
Population 
(Millions)  

Per  
Capita  
(Kg/Capita /Day)  

Total  
(Tons/Day)  

African 
nations  

260  0.65  169,119  1152  518  0.85  441,840  

Asia and 
the 
Pacific  

777  0.95  738,958  2124  1229  1.5  1,865,379  

Central 
Asia and 
Europe  

227  1.1  254,389  339  239  1.5  354,810  

Latin 
America 
and the 
Caribbean 

399  1.1  437,545  681  466  1.6  728,392  

The 
Middle  
East and 
North 
Africa 
continent  

162  1.1  173,545  379  257  1.43  369,320  

 OECD  729  2.2  1,566,286  1031  842  2.1  1,742,417  

South 
Asia state  

426  0.45  192,410  1938  734  0.77  567,545  

Source: [23]. 
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  The waste generated per person per day is 0.71 kg/person/day (Babayemi and Dauda, 2009). Lagos, Nigeria's 

most commercialized province, is the region with the second-fastest growth rate in Africa and the seventh-

fastest growth rate in the world with about 0.63 kg per day; the per capita waste generation is over 13000 tons 

of urban waste daily. Despite Lagos State being the leading state in Nigeria in controlling waste, the Lagos 

State Waste Management Agency (LAWMA) continues to face significant challenges in solid waste 

management. As a result, the need to hire private waste firm providers and other franchisees to help minimize 

waste collection and disposal is critical. Also, with a population of six million people and a high rate of waste 

disposal, Oyo State is one of the most populous states in Nigeria. The state's solid waste disposal is overseen 

by the Oyo State Solid Waste Management Authority (OYOWMA). Table 2 shows the per capita per day solid 

waste generation rates in Nigeria for various cities.  

Table 2.  Wastes per capita in Nigerian cities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waste utilization 

By 2050, waste production would have risen by 70%, from 2.01 billion metric tons in 2016 to 3.40 billion 

tonnes, resulting in a daily impact of 0.74 kilograms per person. Owing to rapid population and urbanization 

growth, annual waste production is anticipated to rise by 70% from 2016 to 3.40 billion tonnes by 2050 [29]. 

Waste can be in various structures like wood wastes, horticulture by-products, and solid waste. Waste, 

including biofuel and biogas for transportation, can provide thermal energy when properly used. There is 

enough waste to meet our needs for electricity and other items. According to climatic considerations, Nigeria 

has a thermal environment that is suitable for the development and breakdown of wastes by microscopic 

species. There are also plant and animal life developments throughout the entire year, which thus make waste 

and subsequently produce waste. There are several other ways of generating electricity from biomass wastes 

(digestion, gasification, etc.); however, this work focuses only on energy recovery from biomass waste through 

Gasification.  

Extraction techniques for waste energy  

Waste can be transformed into warm energy, unsolidified, dense, or vaporous energy, as well as other 

products, through an assortment of transformation forms. Waste can be separated and disposed of in 

different ways and can be grouped into categories for proper usage. These groups include landfills, 

incineration, composting, recovery and recycling, animal feeding, reduction, and reuse of waste. There are 

also smart techniques that could help in sorting out these wastes from one another. They include Trommel 

Screeners which are used to sift units rotated as a recyclable material when fed into their interior, Cyclones 

also, is a spiral airflow action that helps in sorting solid waste from non-solid waste, Magnetic Separator make 

use of strong magnetic fields to separate iron, steel, away from non-metallic bulk materials, and other 

separation pieces of equipment are the Electrostatic separators, Optical Air jet sorters, Hydro cyclones which 

are found in the material recycling facilities, owned and operated by the waste management scheme. 

Biopower technologies are alternate sources of electricity production in the United States, with a 10GW cap 

imposed. The entire current cap is contingent on the development of a direct-ignition invention. Co-

terminating waste in current coal-terminated boilers, as well as the presentation of high-efficiency gasification, 

joined cycle system, power device system, and measuring system, will all be part of future productivity 

City Kg/Capita/Day City Kg/Capita/Day 

Lagos 0.63 0.56 0.51 Akure 0.43 
Kano 0.58 Abeokuta 0.39  
Ibadan 0.6 Aba - 1.02 0.26 - 0.29 
Kaduna 0.48 0.53 Ilorin 0.37 
Port Harcourt 0.44 Lafia - 0.62 
Makurdi 0.45 - 0.74 Gombe 0.39 
Onitsha 0.71 Jimeta - 1.02 
Nsukka 0.54 Abuja 0.60 - 0.66 
Ako-Ekiti 0.46   
Source: [29]. 
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  improvements [30]. Direct burning, co-terminating, gasification, pyrolysis, anaerobic absorption, and 

fermentation are some of the bio-power technologies.  

Direct burning   

This is the simplest way to separate waste from electricity. Waste fuels that can be consumed by modern waste 

combustion include biomass, field deposits, wood-pulping alcohol, Urban Solid Waste (MSW), and reject-

determined gasoline. Burning waste releases steam, which spins a turbine that converts chemical energy into 

electricity and produces electricity. Only some kinds of waste materials are used for direct combustion due to 

the risk of debris formation (which dribbles boilers, decreases effectiveness, and boosts costs). (Levine, 1996).  

Gasification  

In this system, exposing a solid fuel to high temperatures and low oxygen, gasification transforms it into a 

gaseous fuel. The process emits carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, phosphorus, hydrogen, and methane, 

among other gases. The vapor is used to fuel a high-efficiency combined-cycle gas turbine. There are several 

advantages of gasification to burning solid fuel. One drawback is that one of the byproduct gases, methane, 

can be treated and used similarly to natural gas. Another advantage of gasification is that it produces a fuel 

with fewer impurities, which can result in lower emissions when burnt. It can also contain a gas mixture, a 

combination of carbon monoxide and hydrogen that, under the right conditions, can be used to generate 

hydrocarbons (e.g., methane and methanol) to replace fossil fuels. Hydrogen is a promising low-polluting fuel 

that may quickly replace gasoline and petroleum [31].  

Pyrolysis  

Pyrolysis, in its most basic form, entails heating waste to eliminate the unpredictable problem while leaving 

the charcoal behind. Since charcoal, which accounts for a large portion of the heaviness of the first waste, 

produces a comparable amount of energy, this process has increased the energy thickness of the first content, 

enhancing the fuel's transportability. Since, the charcoal absorbs at a far higher temperature than the first 

waste, it's better for adding together varieties. In recent years, increasingly complex pyrolysis methods have 

been developed to extract volatiles that are already discharged into the environment.   

A hydrogen-rich gas (possibly a fuel) as well as carbon monoxide were among the volatiles collected. Methane, 

methanol, and other hydrocarbons are made from these mixtures. Bio-unrefined, ignitable fuel is delivered 

using streak pyrolysis. Waste is converted to pyrolysis oil synthetically using heat. The oil is then singed like 

oil to produce energy since it is easier to store and transport than strong waste material. Pyrolysis can also 

convert waste into phenol oil, which is utilized in the production of wood cement, molded plastics, and froth 

defenses [32].  

Digestion  

Anaerobic bacteria are used to digest waste. These microorganisms are typically found at the bottom of bogs 

or in other places where there is no oxygen; they contribute to global warming and hydrogen by eating dead 

natural matter. These microbes were used for our benefit. By identifying the natural crisis, such as throwing 

animal manure or human waste into digesters and incorporating microorganisms, we are able to capture the 

radiated gas for use as an energy source. This technique is a highly effective way of extracting useful energy 

from such waste. Animal manure will typically recover up to 66 percent of its fuel capacity. Methane gas may 

also be collected from landfills, which is a similar process. The nearby landfill receives a considerable volume 

of domestic garbage, such as kitchen scraps, garden cuttings, and trimming. Anaerobic microscopic organisms 

at the base of such tips could continuously deteriorate the natural issue and transmit methane over several 

years. The gas may be collected and used by burying punctured funnels that accumulate and carry the gas to 

the surface under an impenetrable layer of dirt.  
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  How electricity is generated from waste  

Waste biomass is biomaterial from living or, as of late, living beings, for example, timber, farming waste, and 

animal fertilizer. The majority of the biopower plants employ the direct burning system. They digest waste 

straightforwardly to create a lofty-pressure mist that navigates the steam engine to supply electricity. Separated 

or drained steam from power plants is often used for collecting forms or heating piles in a variety of waste 

processing facilities. This Consolidated Thermal and Power (CHP) system astoundingly generates greater 

energy productivity by almost 8% than the traditional waste-to-energy scheme, which has efficiencies of up 

to 20%. Occasional heating requirements would have an impact on the CHP system's performance. There 

are just a few key components in a basic waste electric generation scheme. This involves a variation of the 

following for a steam cycle: Boiler, Pumps, Turbine, Generator, Condenser, Cooling tower, Outlet valves, 

and Hopper.  

There are a few different ways we can get helpful sustainable power sources from waste other than consuming 

it straightforwardly.  

Fig. 1. Direct steam turbine. 

To make it possible to generate electricity from waste, a mix of the Gasification Method will be increasingly 

compelling as the strategy will have the option to give a full electricity yield and to improve assimilation 

impediment. The fundamental gasification process includes Oxidation, Drying, Pyrolysis, and reduction [33]. 

During pyrolysis, methane and different hydrocarbons are created from the waste by the activity of heat, 

which leaves a responsive roast [34]. During combustion, the volatiles and roast are incompletely singed in 

air or oxygen to produce heat and carbon dioxide [35].  

In the decrease stage, carbon dioxide retains heat and responds with the rest of the singe to deliver carbon 

monoxide (producer gas) [36]. The nearness of water fume in a gasifier brings about the production of 

hydrogen as an optional fuel part. The two types of gasifiers are stationary bed and fluidized bed gasifiers that 

can be used to complete this transformation. The transformation of waste into a useful flammable gas includes 

a two-arrange process. The primary, which is called pyrolysis, happens beneath 600° C when unstable 

segments contained inside the waste are discharged [37]. These may incorporate natural mixes, hydrogen, 

carbon monoxide, tars, and water fumes.  

Pyrolysis leaves a strong build-up called a roast. In the second phase of the gasification process, this roast is 

responded to with steam or consumed in a limited amount of air or oxygen to create further burnable gas. 

Contingent upon the exact plan of the gasifier picked, the item gas may have a thermal estimation of 6 – 19 

MJ/Nm3 [38]. Gasification produces carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, helium, hydrogen, and other 

hydrocarbons are also present in this combination, which would then be able to be utilized legitimately in gas 

turbines and boilers or utilized as forerunners for integrating a wide scope of different synthetic concoctions 

[39]. What's more, various techniques can be utilized to deliver more excellent gases, including aberrant 

heating, oxygen blowing, and pressurization. After the proper treatment, the subsequent gases can be singed 

legitimately for cooking or heat supply or utilized in optional change gadgets, for example, internal 

combustion engine motors or gas turbines, for delivering power or shaft power.  
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  Why waste energy?  

Waste of Energy is a way of killing two birds with one stone at a time [40]. Biomass utilizes its waste product 

to provide energy, which assists in waste control in Nigeria. Waste can also produce more energy (multiple 

measures) than that generated by the sun and hurricanes. It will also aid in the reduction of the neighborhood 

landfill by 90% and the management of emissions released. Waste will prompt an increment in income 

generation and moderate our outside trade. An increment in energy creation will yield greater efficiency for 

businesses, and the ratio in which they close down because of the way they use up more power will be 

diminished too negligible.  

Waste management is a challenge in Nigeria, with an estimated 32 million tonnes of MSW per year [26]. Cities 

with dense populations, such as Abuja, Ibadan, Port Harcourt, and Lagos, contribute the most to MSW. 

Implementing waste to energy in Nigeria will help in proffering solutions for the electricity challenge in the 

country. One tonne of MSW gives 500 – 600 kWh of electricity from the Waste generated in Nigeria. The 

Lagos State Electricity Distribution Company could generate 141.95 to 170.34 million Naira at N28.39 per 

kWh from the 10,000 tonnes of MSW per day.  

Numerous neighborhood production lines/organizations will jump up, and outside speculators will be 

anxious to put resources into Nigeria with little worry about electricity. The Foundation of bio-power plants 

will, without a doubt, create more employment and, in a roundabout way, decrease the number of people 

living in demand, which is increasing at an alarming pace every day. Most of Africa's crowded nation requires 

more than multiple times its flow of electricity yield to ensure proper and adequate distribution for its 200 

million individuals - about a portion with no hope to get access by any means, according to babatunde fashola, 

the minister of power in Nigeria, waste is potential, energy promising - with a massive venture, partner 

participation, and advancement of indigenous innovations.  

Nigeria, which is facing a shortage of electricity, has the potential to increase its energy demand by exploring 

the waste in the energy system as it helps to control waste management and is considered an electricity 

generation means. This is achievable through government policies in facilitating innovation and ensuring its 

implementation.  

3|Conclusion 

This study concludes by exploring the benefits and limitations of waste energy generation as shown below:  

Waste energy generation benefits  

Some of the advantages of using waste as a source of electricity are described below:  

I. Waste vitality is a plentiful, reliable, environmentally sustainable, and renewable energy source.  

II. Since waste absorbs the same volume of carbon during its development that it emits when burnt, it does 

not emit carbon dioxide into the environment.  

III. Adverse impacts such as acid rain, mine spoils, open pits, oil leaks, hazardous waste dumping, and river 

damming are not associated with waste resources.  

IV. It may be utilized in the same facilities or power plants that are already consuming fossil fuels to generate 

electricity.  

V. Waste fuels are safe for the atmosphere. Waste fuels are made from renewable plants that fix carbon dioxide 

as they grow, so their use does not add to the carbon footprint.  

VI. Also, burning trash as fuel prevents polluting landfills.  

VII. Alcohols and other fuels derived from waste are efficient, viable, and relatively clean burning.  

VIII. In most parts of the world, waste is readily available and can be grown.  

Limitations towards waste energy generation   
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  The following are the shortcomings of biomass waste energy production, which is also in line with the view 

of [16]: 

I. Waste is still a costly source of energy, both to produce and to turn into alcohol since a large amount of 

waste is required.   

II. Because a lot of energy is needed to develop the plant mass, and waste is difficult to store in its natural 

state, there is almost inevitably a net energy loss on a small scale.  

III. One of the drawbacks of waste is that it can be detrimental to the environment if it is burned directly 

because it emits carbon dioxide, which leads to atmospheric warming and future changes in the atmosphere.  

IV. Burning releases soot and other toxins into the environment.  

V. Excessive wood collection can lead to forest destruction. Soils that have been stripped of their trees are 

prone to eroding and do not retain rainfall. Increased rainfall has the potential to cause flooding 

downstream.   

VI. When plant and animal wastes are used as fuel, they cannot be used as fertilizer.   

VII. Waste produces less energy than a similar amount of fossil fuels; soil devoid of fertilizer is nutrient-depleted 

and produces fewer crops.  

VIII. Waste has less energy than a similar volume of fossil fuels.  
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